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CONFIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 0274 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MA 

SUBJECT: DISSIDENT OFFICER PROBLEM STILL HANGS OVER MADAGASCAR 

DEPT PASS DIA 

REFS: A. TANANARIVE 0193; B. TANANARIVE 0249 

BEGIN SUMMARY: CLOUD RAISED BY DISSIDENT COTIER OFFICERS 
PERSISTS, WITH THEIR PUBLIC REJECTION OF RATSIMANDRAVA 
GOVERNMENT. PREVALENT VIEW CONTINUES BE THAT AFFAIR WILL 
BE RESOLVED PEACEABLY, BUT WE CANNOT RULE OUT SOME 
POSSIBILITY OF VIOLENCE UNTIL ISSUE IS CLOSED. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. PROBLEM OF DISSIDENT COTIER OFFICERS WHO ATTEMPTED 
COUP D'ETAT OF DEC 31 AND TOOK REFUGE IN ARMED POLICE 
CAMP IN TANANARIVE REMAINS UNRESOLVED. THIS CLEAR FROM 
COMMUNIQUE OF THEIR "PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE OF MILITARY, 
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OF MADAGASCAR" (CARRIED IN FEB 8 PRESS) ATTACKING NEW 
RATSIMANDRAVA GOVERNMENT AS "FORM OF USURPATION OF POWER 
AND TREASON" BECAUSE OF ITS CHOICE OF MINISTERS ON BASIS 
OF FIDELITY TO THEIR CHIEF, AND NOT FOR THEIR ACCEPTABILITY 
IN REPRESENTING THEIR PROVINCES OF ORIGIN. 

2. COMMUNIQUE CALLS FOR FORMATION OF "NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF PUBLIC SAFETY" WHICH WOULD ORGANIZE NEW ELECTIONS. 

(THIS SIMILAR TO LINE CONTINUING TO BE TAKEN BY OPPOSITION 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF EX-PRESIDENT TSIRANANA AND RESAMPA, 

AND THUS CONFIRMS POLITICAL LINKS BETWEEN DISSIDENT FORCES 
AND THIS PARTY.) COMMUNIQUE ALSO REAFFIRMS PREVIOUSLY 
PUBLISHED OBJECTIVES OF DISSIDENT OFFICERS RE PROPORTIONAL 
DISTRIBUTION ETHNICALLY OF CABINET AND SECURITY FORCE 
COMMAND POSTS (REF A). 

3. DESPITE ABOVE, PREVALENT VIEW IN TANANARIVE CONTINUES 
BE THAT THIS PROBLEM OF DISSIDENT OFFICERS WILL BE 
SETTLED PEACEABLY, PROBABLY THROUGH GOVERNMENT MANESTY. 
IN SUPPORT OF THIS VIEW IS APPARENT FACT THAT NEW 
MINISTER INTERIOR, GILBERT SAMBSON, KNOWN TO BE REASONABLY 
CLOSE TO CERTAIN OF DISSIDENTS, IS IN TOUCH WITH THEM ON 
BEHALF OF NEW GOVERNMENT. WE UNDERSTAND FROM RELIABLE 
SOURCE ALSO THAT NEW COMMANDER OF GENDARMERIE WILL BE 

A COTIER. LT. COLONEL MAMPILA, WHO HAS BEEN SERVING AS 
PROVINCE CHIEF OF MAJUNGA AND WHO IS BEING RECALLED FROM 
RETIRMENT TO ACTIVE DUTY AS GENDARMERIE OFFICER TO TAKE 
OVER GENDARMERIE. THIS APPOINTMENT MAY HELP ASSUAGE 
DISSIDENTS. IN ADDITION, COLONEL RAJAONARISON, RAKING 
DISSIDENT OFFICER, WAS RETIRED FROM ACTIVE SERVICE FEB 1, 
WHICH MAY MAKE IT TECHNICALLY EASIER FOR GOVERNMENT TO 
ADOPT AMNESTY. 

4. HOWEVER, EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE FEEL SOME APPREHENSION 
ABOUT POSSIBLE VIOLENCE UNTIL THIS AFFAIR RESOLVED. 

NEW CHIEF OF STATE, COLONEL RATSIMANDRAVA, IS HARDER AND 
TOUGHER MAN THAN PREDECESSOR. GENERAL RAMANANTSOA. WE 
CANNOT RULE OUT THAT HIS PATIENCE COULD GROW SHORT IF 
DISSIDENTS SHOULD CONTINUE HOLD OUT FOR TERMS RESEMBLING 
POLITICAL POSITION OF SOCIALIST PARTY, WHICH APPEARS 
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